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The MMSF Congratulates Dr. Julie Ho on Being Selected 
as the Recipient of the MMSF Dr. F. W. Du Val Clinical 
Research Professorship Award 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Julie Ho has been awarded 
the MMSF Dr. F. W. Du Val Clinical Research Professorship 
Award.  This award is valued at $170,000. The award is given for 
a period of 3-years during which the MMSF will contribute 
$50,000 per year towards the salary (including benefits) of the 
awardee.  A one year term grant-in-aid to the appointee of up to 
$20,000 may be made during the first year of the appointment. 

This award is provided with the intent to promote clinical research 
at the University of Manitoba for the general benefit of health 
research in Manitoba.  The term of the award is for three (3) 
years, commencing on July 1, 2014. During the tenure of the 
award the awardee must guarantee a 50% time commitment to 
research. 

Dr. Ho will be focussing her research on “Developing Renal 
Allograft Surveillance Strategies: From Implantation to Late Post-
Transplant”, and summarizes the proposed research as: “Kidney 
transplantation is the treatment of choice for patients with end-
stage kidney disease.  However when the transplant fails, patients 
are forced to go back to dialysis, which is associated with a lower 
quality of life, higher health care costs and a higher risk of death.  
Kidney transplant failure commonly results from injury related to 
different types of inflammation, such as rejection.  Although there 
may be treatment options available for different types of 
inflammation in the transplant, such as increasing anti-rejection 

medications, they may not work if the inflammation has damaged the kidney transplant too badly.  The goal of 
this research program is to develop different urine tests that can diagnose these conditions early in the injury 
process so that effective treatment can be started before kidney transplant scarring, dysfunction or failure 
occurs.  This could lead to personalized medical care to help keep the kidney transplant working for as long as 
possible.  This research will look at three important types of inflammation that occur throughout the lifespan of 
a kidney transplant, in order to develop a better program of care for kidney transplant patients.” 

Thank you to all of the applicants who applied for this award, to the Awards Selection Committee for 
adjudication of the candidates and to the University of Manitoba for their administrative support to the process.  

For further details on MMSF awards please refer to the Award Recipients pages of our website: www.mmsf.ca.  
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